
COVE TO SCHOOL COVE TO SCHOOL Transect Analysis

The Cove to School transect analyzed cuts Utatsu from a small cove on the other side of the shrine mountain, and heads 
up toward the elevated ground of the middle school. This analysis presents the gradient of destructiongradient of destruction according to height 
and location. It also describes a possible evacuation route from the dangerous shore line to the safety of the elevated 
middle school grounds, with the aim of understanding the degree of vulnerabilitydegree of vulnerability and riskand risk for any future reconstruction 
strategy.
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at this particular hinge point, we notice the extent of the height of the damage as well as its spread.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GROUNDS

HEIGHT OF DAMAGE
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Cross Section 1- 
no apparent damage near the middle school.
Wealthy houses. Lower density. 
No views of the devastated zone.
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Cross Section 2- 
Full gradient of destruction apparent.
Smaller + older houses. Higher density.
Wide view of the devastated zone and clean-up.
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Cross Section 3-
Partial to full destruction.
Medium density to high density.
difference in elevation and in coastline edge construction.
Reconstruction evidences on cove side.
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CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS
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The COVE TO SCHOOLCOVE TO SCHOOL transect analysis demonstrates that the proximity to the water 
edge did not imply total destruction in all cases. ElevationElevation is an important 
factor to consider as a natural barriernatural barrier to future tsunami damage. 
The natural topography was also a cause for water seepage and spread in farther 
points dispite the vertical elevation due to a possible tunneling effecttunneling effect.

A positive attribute of this transect is its direct connectiondirect connection to the higher and 
safer ground of the middle school. The population residing in the port area closer 
to the Shrine and of the cove area can easily make their way to higher grounds 
thanks to a gradual slopegradual slope.
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