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MIT Japan Design
Workshoep 2013
MIT Japan 3/11 Initiative
Disaster-Resilient Planning,

Design & Reconstruction
- Participant Profiles
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Shun KANDA
=
PR B2
Director,
MIT Japan 3/11 Initiative
MIT Faculty

Shun Kanda is Director of the MIT Japan 3/11 Initiative
assisting with the disaster reconstruction projects in Minami
Sanriku, Miyagi-ken in collaboration with Mayor Jin Sato
and the town’s community leaders and residents, Miyagi
University, University of Tokyo and the MIT team. We hope
¢ with everyone to help build the resurgent future of this
¢ region and for its strong people. There is a lot to be done
here, let us work together!

- Teaching Design Studio at MIT from 1979

- Director -Architectural Studies, MIT Japan Program

: - Director -MIT Japan Design Workshop

i - Director -Veneto Experience/ltaly Program

: - Principal, Kanda Associates Architects, Inc, Cambridge,

: Massachusetts

: - M.Architecture - Harvard Graduate School of Design
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Justin GALLAGHER
CXARTAY Xv TN —

MIT BSA ‘13
Harvard M.Arch ‘17

My name is Justin Gallagher and I recently completed my i
undergraduate degree in architecture at MIT. I grew up i
outside of New York City and am currently based in Boston :
as I pursue my master’s degree. My love of traveling has
brought me to many places, but I am most excited about :
Japan Workshop as an opportunity to participate in }
architecture’s potential for a critical impact on individuals :

and communities.
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Koharu USUI
NG

M.L.T BSA ‘15
MIT-Tane Sake
Workshop Organizer

Part American, Part Japanese, always an architecture :
student, at least for now. The past year of studies has :
led Koharu to Venice, Madrid, and now, Kyoto and Tane. :
She is still trying to figure out what she wants to be, as the :
definition of architecture changes everyday. Cooking and :
baking is a hobby that led her through architecture studio :
projects during the past year. Who knew that the science :
of pound cake batter would make a good precedent for a :

randomized housing stacking system?
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Namjoo KIM

M. T M.Arch ‘16
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I'm Namjoo Kim, and | just finished my first year in M. Arch
Program at MIT. | was born in South 'Kerea, and earned my :
bachelor degree of Architecture at Korea University in Seoul. :
Now, I'm working at Kengo Kuma and Associates in Tokyo :
as an intern, so this summer would be a great opportunity :

for me to learn Japanese culture and architecture.
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=W J.Ira WINDER
TAT 48—
MIT Media Lab
MIT MCP ‘13
MIT BSA ‘10

Ira is a graduate of MIT, holding both a Master of City :
Planning (*13) and a Bachelor of Architectural Design (‘10). :
He is currently working at the MIT Media Lab as a Project
Manager for the City Science Initiative to develop systems :
for compact urban developments. Since 2007, Ira has been
visiting Tane in various capacities, including his role as a :
student in Shun Kanda’s Japan Design Workshop (‘07 - :
10), as an architect of Hiroto Kobayashi’s design firm, :
KMDW (‘10 - “11), and most recently as an organizer of :
MIT@Tane (‘11 - “13). He enjoys American folk dancing

and cycling in the city.
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Saya SUZUKI
R S0

MIT Japan Workshop
Organizer
MIT Japan 3.11 Initiative

. . Field Research Assistant

| participated in the 2011 Japan Workshop, where | found
myself standing, staring at the tsunami-swept devastation.
There, neither tears nor words could express my feelings,

which I'd never experienced before. Far beyond my :
comprehension of natural disasters and loss of complete :
normalcy, what | realized then eventually became an :
important turning point and a deep commitment for me. :
Through this experience and myriad encounters. I've gained :

[kzn

unsurpassed lessons in “giri/Z#H and ninjo/ \1&” - | hope
| can share this feeling with others. Today, my motivation
is driven by the increased awareness of building people’s
lives and their future - a major challenge, but | will try it.
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Takaharu IGARASHI|
FuJa TG

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘17 (Natural Sci.)

| am a freshman at the University of Tokyo. Shortly after
born in Iwate, my father’s job took my family to Shizuoka,

¢ Gunma, Los Angeles and Tokyo, and since 9 years ago,

| have lived in Yokohama-city, Kanagawa. | used to play
tennis in both junior and senior high schools and now |
have started playing basketball in college. I'm also really
into listening to music, and it has mentally supported me

: all the time.
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Shiori KUSUDA
frF S

Univ. of Tokyo
BA “17 (Social Sci.)

| am a freshman at the University of Tokyo. | am not sure
yet, but | am probably going to major in law. The prefecture |
lived the longest is Kyoto, and the state | lived the longest is

i Minnesota. When | was in high school, | did some research’
¢ on the reconstruction of a city in Iwate prefecture, so |

thought this program would be a great chance to put theory
into practice.
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Natsumi NIKATA .
CIPAIRASOY Y

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘17 (Social Sci.)

¢ Hello. 'm a freshman of arts students. I'm from Kumamoto,
¢ Kyusyu, which is far from the stricken area, so | don’t know

well about the disaster. In this program, | want to see what
has happened in Tohoku area directly. | love music and |
play percussion instruments and the keyboards. Please
tell me what music you like. I'm afraid that I'm not so good
at speaking English, especially listening, but | try hard to

improve my English skills. So I'll be really glad if you speak :

English slowly.
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Masumi OGAWA
ANIIR=F

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘17 (Natural Sci.)

| am a freshman of the College of Arts and Sciences in the

University of Tokyo. | was born and brought up in Hyogo :
prefecture and now | manage to live alone in Tokyo. From :

childhood,| have been dreaming of getting a job related
to architecture. | hope this program gives me a good
chance to know more not only about architecture but about

earthquakes and reconstruction. | like playing baseball and :

listening to music.
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Toshio OTSUKI
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Collaborator,

MIT Japan Design
Workshop 2013

Univ. of Tokyo Faculty

| am studying and design collective dwellings especially
housing complex, teaching Architectural Planning in

Department of Architecture in Univ. of Tokyo. And | also study ‘
on the housing improvement issues in slum areas in Asian :

and African countries. Forthe victims of the Tohoku Tsunami *
we have proposed “Temporary Housing with Community-
Care” which were realized in-Kamaishi City and Tono City
in lwate Prefecture. And now, we are-trying to design public

¢ housings in the reconstruction process of Otsuchi Town in
: lwate Prefecture. In this workshop, | hope every participants

will make a wonderful proposal which will be accepted by
the local people and designed based on' the history, the

culture and the mind of the vintims of Minami-sanriku Town.
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Miho KONDO
TAED HIF

Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘15

| am studying architecture at Miyagi University. I'm looking
forward to the Sochi Olympics from now | love to watch
figure skating. Architecture and figure skating. Favorite two
it seems as if they were something-completely different, but

* | think that it is somewhat similar in terms only beauty, not

win, does not hold. You, thank you.
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Fumika KIMURA
AR A

Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘15

Hello,l am Fumika Kimura. | am born in Miyagi and I'm
twenty. | learn architecture at Miyagi university. | like to trip
and walking and eating. Now, | am interested in vonnection
with people. Thank you.

WBCHEUTARNIELHLE T RISEBIR ST 2 0%

P O, HIMR A TSR ATV I RS BT L LB 2
P CEEBRANZTENRFETT I ANEANEDDENDICH

R HOE T, LA LIBAVLE T,

Mamiko HIROTA
JEEH T

Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘15

Hello, Nice to meet you. My name is Mamiko Hirota. | was
born in Yamagata. | grew up near the Sea of Japan. When
| watch the sea, a feeling feels at ease. Now, I'm interested
in local communities. | would like to think together the local

i community and architecture. I'm looking forward to learn
: about architecture and local communities.

BUHELCHHEREFEHRLET BREEN T HA

P RSB SO T e AL D LET, S, il
P ORa ST IR DD L ATV ENEE

ATVETCORIBRT I3y TICBhNT 2D T
TN BEERAZI 2T AT DVTENBIEZIKLAICL
TVET,

Aki SASAKI

(e N 21 1)

Miyagi Univ.

BA. Arch ‘15

Hello, nice to meet to you. | am Aki Sasaki. | was born and

: raised in Sendai. | am a junior in Miyagi University. | am
: interested in function of park for community. This is the first
time that | participate in a workshop. | am looking forward

to_it: | want to understand more about design through this
experience.
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Moa ANDO

LI

Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘15

[

+1Hello, nice to meet you. My name is Moa Ando. I'm 21years
i/ old. I lived in Fukushima and | moved to Miyagi when | was :
¢ 10 years old. | can’'t speak English well. But, | want to talk :
i\ to everybody. | interested in architectures of house. So, I'm
i 1. going to study them. | glad to join this project. Thank you.
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Yoshihiro HIRAOKA
PR
Collaborator,

MIT Japan 3/11 Initiative
Miyagi Univ. Faculty

Yoshihiro HIRAOKA studied architecture and urban

: design at Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music
¢ Graduate School of Art (Architecture). He has worked with

an architectural design office KEIKAKU Inc. Tokyo. He has
established his office in 1998 and designed some houses
and villas. He came to work for Miyagi University from 2002
and he teaches design studio and architecture history.
His works reach not only architectural design but also
organization of city promotion events and art exhibition.
He has studied about community activation by art and :
design. He designed some art installation for international
exhibition. Also he has researched about the influence of
“smart city” to urban space and urban society. Hiraoka is
a main member of the Minamisanriku-cho reconstruction :
assistance team in Miyagi University. H
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Hiroto KOBAYASHI
UN TN

Collaborator,
MIT Japan Workshop
Keio Univ. SFC Faculty

Hiroto Kobayashi studied architecture and urban design
at Kyoto University and the Harvard Graduate School of
Design (GSD). He has worked with Nikken Sekkei and
Norman Foster and Partners as an architect. He completed
his doctoral dissertation on the traditional community
form, ‘Cho’, and received a Doctor of Design degree from
the GSD, where he served as visiting associate through
2000-2003. Kobayashi is a founding partner of Kobayashi
Maki Design Workshop (KMDW), an architectural and
urban design firm based in Tokyo. He also represents an
American architectural firm, Skidmore Owings and Merrill
LLP, in Japan.

KMDW’s work encompasses a full range of design
scales, from furniture and interior design to large building
: complexes and urban design. Projects include work
¢ for cities and communities in Japan, China, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Palau, and Peru. Most recently KMDW has been
developing design-build methodology using engineered
wood; this approach was inspired and initiated by the
: Tohoku disaster of 2011.
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Chisato KITAGAWA
Il

Collaborator

MIT Japan Workshop
MIT Tane Sake Director
So-HUB Director
Doshisha Univ. Kyoto

| am born in Kobe, living in Fushimi, Kyoto, and pursuing
a common ground of Japanese traditional culture and life
style, such as 300 year-old sake factory, and global society.
Upon this year’s project, | expect some changes attributed
to a power of design, accumulated from multidisciplinary
fields. Motto: Loneliness and Connection/ Favorite things:
Music, Plays, French Language, Meal, Freddle Mercury/
Favorite Phrase: “I'm just a singer with a song.’
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Junko THOMAS
and friends
F—=R BT
" KEFEDITARA— b ik
|
k Collaborator
. Donor Volunteer, Tokyo

After graduating from university, | worked for the Japan
Center for International Exchange, a non-profit organization
that helps foster international dialogue between Japan and
the rest of the world. When | learned about this project, |
became interested in the extent to which Japan’s disaster
resonated with people all around the world. | along with
: some close friends from my college days are grateful and
¢ happy to be able to participate in this effort.
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Yumiko MURAI
NH #E T

Columbia U.

Teachers College, PhD.
Technology & Education
Minna no Butai/NYC

| studied system design in online learning platform in Japan
and moved to the States 3 years ago to study further on
¢ how interpersonal relationship in cyberspace affects
¢ learning behavior. | am a member of an a-cappella vocal
group mainly performs in Rikuzentakada, Iwate, and the
experience turned me to a big fan of the place and the
people. | would not be able to visit Japan this summer but
¢ hoping to connect people around me here in the States to
¢ Minamisanriku through the project.
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Masahiko HARAGUCHI
JEIT EEE

Columbia U. Graduate
School
Disaster-Resilient &
Social Technology
Minna no Butai/NYC

| am very happy to join this project because | volunteered
in Minamisanriku in May and Dec 2011. As a doctoral
: student at Columbia University, | am investigating the
: impact of disasters on a society while working for one of the
research projects in Columbia Water Center. Prior to the
PhD program, | worked in an urban climate change team in
the World Bank. Through my career, | desire to contribute
to the decrease of the vulnerability of a society to natural
disasters. | like bridges very much.
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Georgia TSOLI
ANX7 VAl
MIT Invitee / iUP
Univ. of Thessaly

Architect
Volos, Greece

My name is Georgia Tsoli and i graduated in 2010 from
the University of Thessaly, Department of Architecture in
Greece. | moved to Tokyo last summer for an internship at :
Junya Ishigami’s studio and I'm excited to return to Japan :
in order to participate in this initiative and further explore the
issue of re-inhabitation of a city after a natural disaster with
respect to its cultural heritage.
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Eri SUZUKI
PR RO

MIT Invitee / iUP
Columbia Univ. M.S.
Architect/Urban Design
San Francisco, USA

| am an urban designer with an academic and professional :
background in architecture and landscape architecture from :
Chicago, New York, Austin and recently San Francisco.
A short visit to the Tohoku Region in 2012 led me to an
independent graduate research geared towards promoting
dialogue in designing resilient cities with a comparative :
analysis on reconstruction plans and progress. | look :
forward to collaborating with those who share the same
passion towards rebuilding the Minamisanriku community.
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Vanessa POWELL
INFy I NI

MIT Invitee/ iUP

U. Gloucestershire
Landscape Architect
Gloucestershire; U:K.

Vanessa is pursuing a Masters.in_Landscape Architecture -
having achieved a Postgraduate Diploma with Distinction :
from the University of Gloucestershire. Winning' the ‘BDP
Landscape Design Prize’ enabled herto pursue her interest
in Disaster Resilient Planning and Design. She joined the
MIT initiative in 2012 to discover if. Landscape Architects
were involved in addressing issues of recovery, and if so,
how they are assisting in creating a' more resilient future?
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Jake PRICE
AT TILA

Contributor,
Photographer/Film maker :

e

The World Press Photo competition awarded Jake an
honourable mention for his immersive web doc Unknown
Spring in 2013 which chronicled Yuriage, on small fishing
village as it recovered from the tsunami that struck Japan
on 3/11/11. He has worked as a producer for the BBC
for over 15 years producing multi-media pieces for In
Pictures. Along with James Wellford, senior International
Photo editor at Newsweek he founded SeenUnseen
which promotes in-depth stories that the mainstream
media overlooks. His immersive media and photography
appears in The New York Times, TIME, The New Yorker,
Rolling Stone, Orion Magazine, Newsweek, Le Monde I
and others throughout the world.
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Mio YAMAMOTO
HiAs KA

MIT Japan 3.11 Initiative
Minna no Butai/Boston
World in Asia, Director
MIT Sloan ‘13

| worked as a sales and marketing representative of :
agrochemicals for more than four years in Japan. Besides
my full-time work, | have provided social entrepreneurs with
funding and capacity building support at Social Venture
Partners Tokyo for more than six years. | also conducted
research in US for an anti-malaria mosquito net business. :

I'm interested in strategy management consulting for :

mission-driven organizations.
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Ryoko FUKUMOTO
A HT

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘17 (Natural Sci.)

: | was born and grown up in Tokyo and now I'm a freshman
i in the University of Tokyo. I'm interested in architecture and
: urban planning. Since | haven’t had any specialties yet and
i since I'm short of expertise in architecture, | want to learn
: a lot with a flexible mind. | like seeing musicals, travelling,
: and | have just started playing tennis. I'm looking forward to
i meeting you all.
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Kota ISOBE

(2551 WN

Univ. of Tokyo

BA ‘17 (Natural Sci.)

| was born in Yokohama. In the future, | want to become an
architect. When the earthquake happened, | practiced judo
in Tokyo and the impact of the disaster was huge even in
i Tokyo. | want to know the real state of Tolioku region. | like
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Kosuke TAKENOWCHI
Pre v B o

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘16 (Social Sci.)

l-am a second year student of Human Sciences of the
University of Tokyo. I'm from Shonan area, which has a
famous beach. | am thinking about studying urban design
as a specialty. | love music and listen to various genres,
especially rock music. | also play the guitar almost every
day. | am very keen on soccer, too.
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Yuki HAMANO
BEEy BA

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘16 (Social Sci.)

i My name is Yuki Hamano and | am a sophomore at the
: department of Humanities Social Sciences. | am eager to
i view reconstruction through international exchange and
¢ taking into consideration the voices of the local people. |
: hope to do my best and be able to be of some help to the
i Tohoku region.
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Nanako NAKOSAI
rhyn Y &

Univ. of Tokyo
BA ‘16 (Natural Sci.)

: | entered the university wanting to become a scientist
¢ who studies living organisms. However, I'm much more
¢ interested in architecture now. I'm poor at English, so
: | have listened to TED Talks every day since this July to
i overcome the weak point. Unfortunately, they send me to
sleep against my will, so they don’t help me so much.
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it 20
Univ. of Jokyo
“BA ‘16 (Natural Sci.)

i Eriis ‘currently'a sophomore at the University of Tokyo. She
i plans'to major in architecture, and also has great'interest
¢ in international, relations. Born and bred in; Tokyo, except
i for the-two years she spent'in-France during her childhood.
. She-is wrong in all the right ways.
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i Pokémon video game and I've practiced judo for six years.

Eri FURUSAWA (ER)"

* after,hometown is towards the-reconstruction.| have got the :

i Soccer, Sake, Coffee, Sleep, Cherry tree, Sushi, Grilled
: chicken, Car, Bike, Song, Movie, Dream, Tree, Camera, :
¢ Photo, Tobacco, Sun, Morning, Family, Friend, Yokohama,
i Hokkaido, Black, Dog, Cat, efc...
: Space of “My Favorite Things” | like this space. Space of :
: “Someone’s Favorite Things” | want to create this space.  :
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Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘14

" i

Hi. I'm majoring in architecture at the Miyagi university.
I'm from Minamisanriku town.So this town was severely :
damaged by the tsunami at 3.11.My family was safe. :
But my house is gone.And | lost-my home town.2 years

energy from the state.l met many people in the wake of the :
recent disaster.Mr.Kanda and Saya Suzuki are also people :
in itAnd it is you who are participating in this JDW2013.
think it is-a short time, but want to enjoy.
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Tomoyuki SHOJI
(TOMO)
HER] Bz

Miyagi Univ.
BA. Arch ‘14

“My Favorite Things™:Architecture, Home, Chair, Table, :

| learn architecture. :
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Ran FUJII

I

Teaching Assistant,
Miyagi Univ.

BA. Arch ‘14

: Hello, nice to me to you. Now, | aminterested in independent
i states. | think about Maintaining the character of the area :
: and mechanism, such as live a self-reliant life. Minami :
¢ Sanriku received a tsunami and has been reset. | would :
¢ like to think together with you in the future Minami Sanriku :
i with saw this as a good. H
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Chien Chung CHEN
B b (Ken)

Teaching Assistant,
Univ. of Tokyo,
PhDc Eng, Arch ‘14

| was born and raised in Taiwan, and graduated from
NCKU in 2005 with a bachelor’s degree in architecture.
After working as a designer at MAYU architects+, | came
to Japan in 2009 and got a master’s degree in architecture :
from the University of Tokyo in 2011. Now | am researching :
on the residential environment and behaviors in “urbanized :
villages”. :
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Takayuki ICHIKAWA
il $E2

Teaching Assistant,
Univ. of Tokyo,
PhDc Eng, Arch ‘15

| am happy to come back to Minamisanriku as TA of JDW :
2013. | am working on housing studies, especially housing
career, duration of residence and social sustainability of :
housing. After internship at Royal Government of Bhutan, | }
find myself more interested in lifestyle of rural areas. | hope | :
can be of some help with this workshop and Minamisanriku. :
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